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New Waves of World History Teaching in/from Asia

Shingo MINAMIZUKA

his is a project of Asian historians to
compare the world history teaching in
Asian countries working from 2012.
1. Beginning
n October 2010, AAWH -then Minamizuka
was President- distributed questionnairs
on the world history teaching in Asian
countries, asking about the curriculum, teachers,
textbooks etc. We received answers from 8
countries. The rough analysis was introduced
in a session in the 2nd Conference of AAWH
in Seoul in 2012 together with presentations
from three countries; from Korea (Kang
Sunjoo), from China (Zhang Weiwei) and from

Japan (Yoshimine Shigeki). The response of

the audiences to the session was enthusiastic,
strong voice being raised that there should be
publication on the comparison of the world
history teaching in Asian countries, since we

know little about that each other.

2. New Project

fter the Seoul Conference, we
stated a new project to prepare the
publication of collection of articles.
Beside three papers, we could include papers
from India, Vietnam, Singapore, Indonesia
and the Philippines. By the middle of 2013 all
the papers were ready. Here arose an opinion

that we should meet together to discuss and
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coordinate our papers so that we can compare
more effectively. Thus we started to find some
financial support. And finally RIWH got one

from the Mitsubishi Foundation in 2014.

3. First Workshop
e held the first workshop in Nov.

2014 in Tokyo. We checked

all the papers presented and
discussed on what were lacking and what were
to be deleted in order to compare each other.
Thus we had papers introducing the history and
the present state of the world history teaching
in Asian countries in comparable style. But at
this moment, we thought it necessary to include
some articles or columns that deal with the
cross-nation topic. At the workshop we didn't
decide what topic will be suitable. After the
workshop, RIWH proposed to every contributor
that we collect the descriptions of the Opium
War of 1840 in the textbooks that are most
popularly used in each country. They were

collected by March 2015.

4. Second Workshop

he second workshop was held in April
2015 in Cebu. We checked the revised
papers of each member and agreed
more information should be added on the
Islamic point of view. The Indonesian and Indian

papers would enrich their papers with this topic.

We compared how the Opium War is described
in the world/national history textbooks. We
were surprised to find that except China, India,
Korea and Japan there are no description
on the War; the Philippine is rather unique
in that they deal with the War in connection
with the Christianity. We discussed how to
find connections of Asian countries before/
during/after the War in various level of history;
political, economic, social, cultural and religious.
At the same time we compared the composition
of the world history textbooks by analyzing
the contents of textbooks of each country. In
addition to the papers dealing with national
cases, this comparison taught us that the world
history teaching in most of Asian countries is
experiencing great change since the 1990s at
least toward overcoming the Euro-centered
world history; Korea running ahead and Vietnam
trying to catch up. We convinced that this is a

new wave for world history teaching.

5. What is to be done

) We will improve the papers

reconsidering the discussion in the

Second Workshop by the end of May.
The papers will be arranged for the publication.
2) We will try to continue the project in the
sense that we compare the descriptions of
important historical events in our textbooks

as we did on Opium War; we have in mind, for
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example, the French Revolution, the Indian

Mutiny, Civil War in the US, Meiji Restoration

etc.

Participants of the second workshop

Members

China
* Yang, Biao

East China Normal University, Shanghai
* Zhang, Weiwei

Nankai University, Tianjin
India
* Adapa, Satyanarayana

Osmania University, Hyderabad
Indonesia
* Suwignyo, Agus

Gadijah Mada University, Yogyakarta
Japan
+ Ibaraki, Satoshi

Joetsu University of Education, Joetsu
* Yoshimine, Shigeki

Hokkaido Yuho High School, Sapporo

Korea
+ Kang, Sunjoo
Gyenogin National University of Education,
Manan
the Philippines
* Gealogo, Francis Alvarez
Ateneo de Manila University, Quezon
Singapore
* Y.H.,, Teddy Sim
National Institute of Education, Singapore
* S.N,, Chelva Rajha
National Institute of Education, Singapore
Vietnam
* Ta, Thi Thuy
Academy of Social Sciences, Hanoi
Coordinator

* Minamizuka, Shingo

NPO-IF Research Institute of World History,

Tokyo
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